September 19th 2025

SOUTH VIEW SCHOOL

SECONDARY
NEWSLETTER

WEEKLY ROUND -UP

Dear Parents and Guardians,

| would like to begin by thanking you for your support at our Meet the Tutor Evening
on Wednesday and our Maths Coffee Morning with Mrs Griffin on Thursday. Both
events were extremely well attended, and it was wonderful to see so many of you
engaging with our staff and school community. Your involvement makes a real
difference, and we are very grateful for the partnership we share with you.

Looking ahead, | would like our Newsletter to evolving in line with the growth of our
school. From next week, you will receive an SLT-only Newsletter, while Heads of Year

Mr. Macpherson will share Year Group specific updates directly with parents. This will allow us to
Head of Secondary  nrovide both a whole-school perspective and more tailored information for each
year group.

We are also keen to develop a parent-focused section in the Newsletter, where we invite you to
actively contribute to our culture and community. We are always encouraging students to reflect not
only on their learning goals, but also on the way they contribute to our school community, whether
that is supporting a classmate, respecting our environment or showing gratitude to those around
them.

| would encourage you to echo this at home. Perhaps ask your child: “What did you do this week that
showed kindness or integrity?” These conversations strengthen the partnership between school and
home, ensuring that our shared values are lived out in every context.

Wishing you all a happy and restful weekend.
Mr Macpherson.
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SPECIALIST UPDATES

ACADEMIC UPDATE

The Power of Reading at Home in a Digital World

In today’s fast-paced digital world, where screens dominate much of our
children’s attention, fostering a love of reading at home has never been
more important. While technology offers incredible opportunities for
learning and communication, research consistently shows that regular
reading—both digital and print—has a profound impact on academic

Ms. Joanne McCue success, cognitive development, and emotional wellbeing.

Assistant Head of
Secondary - Academics

Why Reading at Home Matters

Reading at home helps students:

* Develop critical thinking skills: Engaging with a variety of texts encourages pupils to analyse,
evaluate, and make connections.

* Expand vocabulary and literacy: Exposure to new words and sentence structures improves
language comprehension and writing skills.

* Cultivate focus and concentration: Unlike scrolling through social media or quick videos,
reading requires sustained attention, enhancing mental stamina.

* Nurture empathy and creativity: Stories allow pupils to experience diverse perspectives and
imagine possibilities beyond their immediate environment.

Balancing Digital and Print Reading

Digital devices are a valuable tool for learning, but they cannot replace the depth and

engagement of traditional reading. Encourage your child to explore a mix of formats: e-books,

audiobooks, and printed books. Even 20—30 minutes a day can make a significant difference

over time.

Practical Tips for Parents

* Set aside a dedicated reading time each day, free from screens.

* Create a comfortable reading space at home with good lighting.

* Discuss what your child is reading, ask questions, share opinions, and make connections to
real life.

* Encourage reading for pleasure, not just for school assignments, to develop intrinsic
motivation.

At SVS, we are committed to nurturing lifelong learners. By supporting reading at home,

families play a vital role in ensuring our students not only succeed academically but also

develop the curiosity, imagination, and resilience needed for the future.

Let’s work together to make reading a cherished part of every home in Dubai, beyond the

screen and into the world of stories, knowledge, and discovery.
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SPECIALIST UPDATES

PASTORAL UPDATE

| was delighted to see so many of you at the Meet
the Form Tutor event this week. As we now settle
into the rhythm of the term, it’s important to keep
a focus on both physical and mental wellbeing. Our
recent student surveys show that sleep is an area
wr Michesl MacsonaisMANY students feel they can improve on. Research

e e Shows that good routines around sleep, alongside

staying hydrated and eating a balanced diet, make

a real difference to concentration, mood, and
overall development.

One helpful resource is the short video How Your
Child’s Diet Affects Their Sleep, where Dr. Blair
Rolnick explains that “the foods children eat during
the day can directly impact the quality and length
of their sleep at night.” Encouraging children to
enjoy plenty of fruit and vegetables, limiting sugary
or processed snacks in the evenings, and helping
them switch off from screens before bed are all
simple steps that can support healthier sleep
patterns and, in turn, better learning.

Reminders

Year 11 Options Evening has moved from Thursday 20th November to
Wednesday 19th.
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SPECIALIST UPDATES

6" FORM and CAREERS UPDATE

This is a reminder that our students in Years 11, 12,
and 13 will be attending the Khaleej Times University
Expo 2025 on Tuesday, 24th September. The event is
an excellent opportunity for students to explore a
wide range of universities, meet admissions

M. Garl Burgese representatives, and gather valuable information to

Head of Sixth Form

help them make informed decisions about their
future pathways. Thank you to those who have
handed in their permission slips on time.

Focus For Next Week

A key focus in form time this term is helping students
develop their organisation and time-management
skills. Learning how to plan and structure their week
effectively allows them to balance academic
commitments, extracurricular activities, and personal
time. By setting clear priorities, breaking tasks into
manageable steps, and preparing for deadlines in
advance, students can reduce stress, improve
productivity, and build the independent study habits
that will serve them well both in school and beyond.
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SPECIALIST UPDATES

DATA AND ASSESSMENT UPDATE

At South View School, we are committed to understanding the
full learning profile of every student. As part of this, students in
Years 7-10 will complete the NGRT (New Group Reading Test)
Form A in English lessons next week, and all students in Years 7-
13 will sit the PASS (Pupil Attitudes to Self and School) test in
extended form on Friday 26t October. For these assessments,

Mr. Ryan Bladen can we please ask that all students have their laptop, charger
Assistant Head of Secondary 40 headphones.

Data and Assessment

NGRT (New Group Reading Test):

The NGRT is designed to assess reading comprehension and
vocabulary knowledge. It provides valuable insights into
students’ literacy skills, which are essential across all subjects.
The results allow us to identify strengths and pinpoint areas
where additional support may be needed. By understanding
each student’s reading ability, teachers can adapt teaching
methods and ensure that all learners can access the curriculum
effectively.

PASS (Pupil Attitudes to Self and School):

The PASS test measures students’ attitudes towards themselves
as learners and their feelings about school. It helps us to better
understand motivation, confidence, and possible barriers to
learning, including wellbeing concerns. This information is
invaluable in supporting not only academic progress but also
student welfare.

Together, NGRT and PASS provide a more complete picture of
each student, combining academic ability with attitudes and
perceptions. This helps us tailor teaching, intervention, and
pastoral support, ensuring that every child has the best
opportunity to thrive.
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SPECIALIST UPDATES

SCIENCE UPDATE

This week has been a busy and exciting one in the Science Department, with

pupils continuing to explore a wide range of topics through engaging, hands-

on lessons, with examples such as:

Year 8 pupils have been learning about digestion, following the journey of

food step by step as it travels through the digestive system. Practical activities

helped them visualise and understand this process in action.

Mlz-ezf‘j"gf"gz?;gce Year 9 pupils have been investigating speed, using cars and marbles rolling
down ramps to calculate speed. They also attended an assembly on their

Science iGCSE options. If you have any questions about this, please contact

Mr Mutton.

In year 10 Biology, pupils had the opportunity to dissect cows’ eyes, gaining

valuable insight into anatomy and structure.

In Chemistry, our A level students have been working on core practical, such

as measing gas volumes and rates of chemical reactions.

Across all year groups, pupils are being challenged to think scientifically and apply their
knowledge in practical contexts. As we move through the topics, short progress tests will
be taking place. Results and resources will be shared via Teams—please support your child
with their revision and preparation.

It has been wonderful to see so much enthusiasm and curiosity in lessons this week. We

are proud of the amazing learning experiences happening every day in Science!
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SPECIALIST UPDATES

ARABIC A UPDATE
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ARABIC B UPDATE

Dear Parents,

| am pleased to provide you with an update on our students’ progress this week.
Throughout the past few days, our focus has been on listening comprehension and
spelling development. Students practiced attentive listening to spoken texts, identifying
main ideas as well as supporting details. In addition, they completed spelling tasks
differentiated according to their levels, which helped to further enhance their writing
accuracy and attention to detail.

Looking ahead to next week, the primary focus will shift to speaking and oral expression.
Students will engage in guided conversations, practice using question words, and apply
newly acquired vocabulary, sentence structures, and grammar rules to form clear,
accurate, and confident sentences. These activities are designed to promote fluency,
develop effective communication skills, and encourage self-expression.

Your continued support plays a vital role in sustaining your child’s progress, and we are
deeply grateful for your cooperation and trust.

With sincere appreciation,

The Arabic Department
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Mr. Abdelhamed Kerba
Head of MOE Subjects.

SPECIALIST UPDATES

ISLAMIC

Dear Parents,

Thank you always for your continuous support in your child’s
Islamic learning journey.

This week, our students focused on their assigned Surah in the
Qur’an. They explored the overall meaning of the Surah and have
been encouraged to begin memorizing some of its opening verses.
Next week, we will shift our focus to Hadith topics based on the
teachings of our beloved Prophet (PBUH).

Furthermore, all students have now received their login credentials
for the Islamic Treasure App via Microsoft Teams. The purpose of
this app is to help them strengthen their understanding by
completing weekly activities that correspond with their class
learning.

We kindly encourage you to remind your child to use the app
regularly and keep up with the activities.

Thank you

SOCIAL STUDY
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SPECIALIST UPDATES

MFL UPDATE

Students in French and Spanish have now completed nearly four weeks of lessons,
and it has been fantastic to see their progress and enthusiasm for languages. Over
the past week, students have been engaged in a wide range of activities designed to
build their confidence and enjoyment of learning. These have included interactive
games to reinforce vocabulary, speaking tasks to practise everyday conversations,
and listening activities to develop comprehension skills.

Our students are already showing greater independence and creativity in their work,
Mr. Michael Fitzpatrick and their positive attitude is making a real difference in the classroom. We look
Head of MFL forward to seeing this momentum continue as we move further into the term.

As a reminder, we kindly ask parents to sign the Homework Tracker once their child
has completed their tasks, as this helps us to monitor progress and encourage
consistent study habits.

o
s
=

2

PERFORMING ARTS UPDATE

We were blown away on Thursday lunchtime as 98 students in secondary came to
the first meeting for our Secondary School show... The Wiz Jr. All students should
have been added to The Wiz Jr teams page to go through what is required and how to
audition. Auditions will be held and lunchtimes next week and we are really looking
forward to casting this production.

This week | got to go around and see our Year 10 GCSE students across Drama, Art
and Music and we are all very pleased with their progress and dedication so far.

Ms. Charlene Rock Keep up the good work Year 10!
Head of Performing Arts

In Music, Mr. Themis' band sessions have become so popular that we now need 3
sessions per week and have divided into a Junior and Senior Band. This is very
exciting as we prepare for our school show as well as a very exciting Dubai
C cr)npetition. More details to follow very soon.

don't forget

L Tunes 4 Tuesday begins again next week. We have some special guests for our first
= F?lll_lé?x\é;g%\h(/l)'N show and are still looking for secondary performers for the following weeks.
< *  Students who wish to take part, should get in touch with Ms. Rock or Mr. Themis.

@artsats )

Join us at 7:20am at the Ampitheater on Tuesdays for some excellent musical
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Performing Arts UPDATES

U

Important Notices

" Can you sing, dance or |

. =
- I :d ‘ play a musical I
E l? i !E 5 i instrument?

Tunes 4 Tuesday o

TIME: T-20AM- T:&0AM

EVERY TUESDAY MORMING FROM
TUESDAY 23RO SEFTEMEBER IN THE
AMPITHEATRE

SIGH UF O THE PERFORMING ARTS
HOTICEBQARD OR WITH MR THEMIS
OR M5 ROCHK

Learn To Play an Instrument at
oS-

Southview R
School Y

-

J

—

N

Last call for instrument
and vocal lessons for Term

don't forgett 1.

FOLLOW US ON -
& INSTAGRAM' Far mom cetails ption pleasn it our website ot the link below or 1

@( artsatsvs ) i
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Performing Arts UPDATES

If you would
like an extra
Drama or
Musical
challenge,
why not try ZOe aye locv£int] fov‘
out for i
Collab ﬂct"ﬁ (Dancers
Company's S
winter @) mjefs
production . lo Kan‘ oul W"[KHS
this al (\mc{l{uaﬂefs
weekend?
C

Please
register / 4
ASAP! —

Z(m{ ilionS fm {\HWMHS W"[ \ (¢ Q)[‘N(\mﬂ‘ ic!

9N \e}"’[em er al Ipm. qt’q 10 and up.
_don't forget to REGISTER:
A PRGN www.collabcompany.org/elf

@(artsatsvs ) (also on teams or speak to Ms Rock)
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SPECIALIST UPDATES

INCLUSION UPDATE

It was great to see so many of our parents at meet the
tutor evening on Wednesday, the students have really
settled in well to their new year groups and timetable
and I'm sure the evening reassured you of this as well.
This week the students have been continuing to work
hard in their interventions. The Year 7s this week have
been focusing on Grammar &have been organising

Ms. Nicola Quick Mrs Abigale Dunn words into the correct grammatical group. They then
Flead of vear 12 & Specia! Head of Inclusion had to use those words in a complex sentence using
Coordinator- Secondary a least one subordinating conjunction. They really

enjoyed drawing on the tables!

| x *
‘\r,&]hfrap# {{; *
\W g
6‘Wffk (;‘FC’/{,L]V prﬁgmm Fa’r Tfth taf [xfﬂ[tirf - l | Weekly Wellbeing Words of Wisdom

Confidence & Na,w‘gmfﬁ Anxftfg{
| “1 have chosen to be happy

A Tvi%cﬁv{]ﬁﬁuf-{)ed group program for teens o ex]w{'we confidence
Se{’{iwmpmﬂm, and coping sfmfe‘gifj for a,mr'ffg afl whife § beCO\MSE l't s 5000{ FOV my

wm.mfcfm.g with peers. o] (1 l’\edl'“’\-"

Confidence. (onnection. ﬂ‘ﬁpmg skiffs.

Start Date: Thursday 23rd October

Interested?
* Phone: 055 306 4456
* ‘K Emoil: admin@inspiretherapy.ae
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SPECIALIST UPDATES

HUMANITIES UPDATE

Psychology and Sociology
Display Boards Supporting Students Learning

Ms. Kirstin Scouller
Head of Humanities

In the Classroom:

Display boards provide students with a quick reference to key exam
content, helping them recall important topics, structures of papers, and
assessment requirements without needing to constantly check their notes.
Visual prompts, such as paper breakdowns, key theories, and topic
summaries, support memory retention by reinforcing learning through
repeated exposure. They act as support during lessons, allowing students
to independently check information and focus more effectively on applying
their knowledge in class discussions and practice questions.

Beyond the Classroom:

By clearly showing how topics are assessed, display boards help students
develop stronger exam technique and revision strategies. They encourage
independent learning, as students can use the boards to identify areas
they need to review in greater detail at home. Display boards make subject
content more accessible and less overwhelming by presenting it in an
organised, student-friendly way. Over time, repeated use builds
confidence, supports long-term memory, and fosters good learning habits
that are valuable both in class and in independent study.
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PE UPDATES

Ms. Michelle Rowcliffe
Head of Department -
Secondary

It's been a busy and energetic week in PE! In volleyball, students have been
developing their serving techniques, with many confidently using the underarm
serve and beginning to serve under pressure in game situations. Pupils have been
coaching one another to improve their techniques and it has been great to see
them progressing. In football lessons on the astro this week, the focus has been on
shooting technique. Students have been working on striking the ball with both
power and control and applying their skills. In the gym, Y9, 10, 11 students tackled
high-intensity fitness circuits, making use of the SkiErg, rowing machine, dumbbells
and assault bike. These sessions are pushing fitness levels while also building
motivation and determination. Years 12 & 13 enjoyed netball, football and gym
work outs in their PE lesson this week.

The GCSE PE students have continued developing their skills in netball and
badminton. The level of performance is improving each week. Well done to the
GCSE PE students for their focus and determination to improve.

Participation and enthusiasm levels are high in lessons. Well done to all students
for another fantastic week of effort and engagement!

— The PE Team

_ don't forget to
< .a FOLLOW US ON
)  INSTAGRAM! \

( @Sportsatsvs )
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SQUAD UPDATES

U13 & U15BSME Netball teams

It was fantastic to see so many girls showing great interest in
representing our school in such a prestigious competition.
Congratulations to those who have been selected for the U13 and
U15 BSME Netball teams!
Over the next couple of weeks, we will also be finalising selections
for the remaining U15 BSME teams, including Boys' and Girls'
Football, Athletics, and Boys' Volleyball. Mrs. Whettell will oversee
the girls U13 teams, while Mrs. Rowcliffe will be responsible for the
U15 girls. Training sessions will take place every Friday at 7:00 am
at the SMPH.
/ . \ Please note, in our last newsletter there was an error in the
Links: competition dates. Kindly find the correct dates below:

15th November - U13 BSME Netball @ Dubai 7’s
%Ssbp.iﬁ 215t to 234 of November - U15 BSME games @ BC Dubai

Ll 16th to 18th of January - U13 BSME games @ RGS
315t of January - U15 BSME Netball (venue TBC)
Thank you, as always, for your continued support.

Mrs. Sonia Teodoro
Director of Sport

SOCS Parents
login

N /

Squads & fixture communication

All communication regarding fixtures and squad training will be shared through
SOCS. Please ensure that you have activated your parent account and completed the
consent form for each fixture.

If your child is unable to attend a training session or fixture, we kindly ask that you
inform the teacher in advance to allow us time to arrange a substitute.

Squad teacher contacts

U12 & U16 Boys Football — Daniel.walsh@southview.ae

U14 Boys Football — Jonathan.cook@southview.ae

U12 & U16 Girls Football, U13 BSME Netball - Sarah.whettell@southview.ae

U14 Girls Football, U1e Girls Basketball, U5 BSME Netball — Michelle.rowcliffe@southview.ae
U16 Boys Basketball — carl.burgess@southview.ae

Upcoming fixtures:

29.09 — Ulb boys Football @ Jess Arabian Ranches
29.09 — Ulb girls Football vs Fairgreen @SVS 4pm
30.09 — U12 boys Football @ Repton Al Barsha

don't forget to 30.09 - U12 girls Football @ Jess Arabian Ranches

FOLLOW US ON
)  INSTAGRAM! \

( @SportsatSVS )

|
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