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Dear Parents and Guardians,

| know | have said this multiple times this year, but what a week at SVS.

We had our intrepid explorers away in Ras Al Khaimah on their residential trip, our
Ramadan Assembly, DASSA sports fixtures, Geography field trips, two well-attended
coffee mornings, a visit to the Quranic Park on Wednesday and all of this was
rounded off by one of my favourite events on the SVS calendar, our Colour Run!

Mr. Macpherson
Head of Secondary

The energy, enthusiasm and maturity our students have shown throughout these experiences
has been exceptional. Whether representing the school Sports, exploring new environments,
or simply throwing themselves wholeheartedly into the Colour Run, they have embodied the
spirit of our community.

| could not be prouder of how our students have engaged in each of these opportunities, and |
could not be more grateful to our staff who continually go the extra mile to make these
moments possible. The planning, care and commitment behind the scenes never goes
unnoticed.

A final thank you to our parents for your ongoing support, from early morning drop-offs to
helping students stay organised while balancing their studies. Your partnership makes weeks
like this possible. | am continually reminded just how special our SVS community is.

Wishing you all a restful and happy weekend. Ramadan Mubarak
Kind regards

Mr Macpherson
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ACADEMIC UPDATE

During the holy month of Ramadan, Dubai offers a wide range of
educational and cultural activities that families can enjoy together. From
interactive workshops and storytelling sessions at Dubai Public Libraries
to heritage craft experiences at Al Shindagha Museum and cultural
events such as “Hayy Ramadan” at Expo City, these initiatives provide
meaningful opportunities for children to learn beyond the classroom.
Many programmes focus on Emirati traditions, Islamic values, creativity,

Ms. Joanne McCue
Assistant Head of

Secondary - Academics  gnd community spirit through hands-on activities such as calligraphy,

lantern making, reading circles, and heritage crafts. We encourage
parents to explore these enriching experiences with their children, as
they offer a wonderful way to deepen cultural understanding,
strengthen family bonds, and celebrate the spirit of Ramadan in an
engaging and educational environment.

Dubai Culture — Ramadan “School of Life” Workshops

Dubai Culture runs a special Ramadan edition of its School of Life initiative with interactive
and educational sessions designed for all ages:

o  Creative and critical-thinking workshops
« Classes on calligraphy, language, scientific research, and crafts

o Activities exploring UAE heritage and values of giving and community
Held across public libraries and cultural venues in Dubai.

Why go: Great for kids and teens to learn new skills, appreciate culture, and enjoy hands-on
activities.

£ 2. Dubai Public Library Ramadan Events

Dubai Public Library branches host Ramadan-themed literary events for children, including
reading sessions and storytelling workshops tied to Islamic and cultural themes. For
example:

e« My Grandmother’s Henna Tree reading and discussion at Al Safa Art & Design Library
These foster literacy and cultural appreciation in a relaxed, family-friendly
environment.

Why go: Encourages reading, cultural learning, and interactive discussion.
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3. “Hayy Ramadan” at Expo Dubai / Saha Al Wasl

The “Hayy Ramadan” cultural space as part of Expo Dubai’s Seasonal
Events features:

o Interactive theatre and storytelling

e  Cultural exhibits inspired by Ramadan traditions

Ms. Joanne McCue

AssistantHeadof 4 | jght shows and family-oriented arts activities

Secondary - Academics

It’s part of a larger community arts and culture programme celebrating
Ramadan in a fun, inclusive way.

Why go: Combines heritage, storytelling and creative experiences perfect for
kids and families.

& 4. Liayali Ramadan Cultural Festival & Workshops

Dubai’s Liayali Ramadan festival celebrates the spirit of Ramadan with:

o Heritage workshops at Al Shindagha including jewelry design and scented candle making
« Traditional craft sessions such as incense (dukhon) creation

o Lantern painting and Emirati art demonstrations
Kids learn about local traditions, craft skills, and cultural history.

Why go: Ideal for hands-on cultural learning and traditional craft making.
ﬂ 5. Ramadan Sougq in Deira — Cultural Experience

The annual Ramadan Sougq in Deira’s Grand Souq area is a vibrant, community-oriented
cultural destination featuring:

. Traditional crafts and artisan stalls
. Live performances

o  Family activities showcasing Emirati heritage
It’s a great immersive way for kids to see and engage with local culture and traditions.

Why go: Teaches children about local commerce, culture, and community spirit through
direct experience.
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students with opportunities to reflect on their physical
health, emotional wellbeing, and the importance of looking
after themselves and one another. Activities throughout the
week have encouraged mindfulness, resilience, positive
- relationships, and healthy lifestyle choices.

Jssitant ead of Today, the week culminated in our Colour Run, which was a

fantastic celebration of community spirit, energy, and fun. It

was wonderful to see students supporting each other,
embracing the event with enthusiasm, and enjoying being
active together.
We encourage you to continue these conversations at
home. Taking time to talk with your children about their
wellbeing can make a significant difference. In particular,
discussing the importance of good sleep habits is vital.
Adequate sleep supports concentration, emotional
regulation, physical health, and overall academic
performance. Establishing consistent routines and limiting
screen time before bed can help students feel more rested
and ready to learn.
Thank you for your continued support in helping us
promote positive wellbeing for all students.

H This week, we have focused on Wellbeing Week, providing
O
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Assistant Head of Secondary

Term 2 Assessment Update

There will be no formal assessment week during Term 2 for students. However,
teachers may continue to use in-class assessments, quizzes, extended tasks or
practical pieces of work as part of normal teaching and learning.

Term 2 is a crucial period for:
* Consolidating knowledge
* Addressing misconceptions
Deepening understanding before moving on to more complex content
Data and Assessment * Providing responsive feedback that supports progress

iV . e =F4 | P

By embedding assessment within everyday lessons, teachers can assess
understanding in real time and adapt their teaching accordingly. This allows for more
meaningful feedback and reduces unnecessary pressure associated with high-stakes
testing.

Students are still expected to complete all classwork, homework and revision tasks
to a high standard, as these contribute to their overall progress and attainment.
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ARABIC B UPDATE

Dear Parents,

We hope you are well. We would like to share a brief update regarding students’ learning in Arabic this term.
Last week, students successfully completed their online skills-based assessments. These assessments are
designed to provide a clear picture of students’ current performance across key language skills and to help us
identify strengths as well as areas that may require further support. We are pleased to report that students
demonstrated strong commitment, focused effort, and positive engagement throughout the assessment
process.

From next week, students will begin a new learning unit. During this unit, they will:

learn and apply new vocabulary relevant to the unit theme,
*study and practise key grammar rules, and
*develop their accuracy and fluency through structured practice of language patterns and sentence structures.

This learning will support students in improving their understanding, spoken and written expression, and
overall confidence in using the language. In class, students will be supported through guided practice, short
tasks, and regular checks for understanding. We encourage students to revise new vocabulary regularly and to
complete any assigned tasks on time, as this will have a direct impact on their progress.

Thank you for your continued support and cooperation in your child’s learning journey. If you have any
guestions, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Kind regards,
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Dear Parents,

As we approach the holy month of Ramadan, we are pleased to announce a special initiative to support our
valued school support staff. We warmly invite all families to participate in our Ramadan Collection Drive,
which aims to provide essential food items to those who contribute so much to our school community.

The collection will begin on Monday, 16th February and will continue throughout the first and second weeks
of Ramadan. Our goal is to distribute the donations to our support staff on Tuesday, 3rd March. You are
most welcome to donate before Ramadan begins to allow us sufficient time to prepare and organize the
items.

. . . We are collecting non-perishable food items, including:
BYIRiIBVO L al%h% e Canned goods (e.g., vegetables, beans, soups)
Head of MOE Subjects. e Pasta, rice, and grains

* Dry goods and other essential staples

You may contribute in one of the following ways:

* Drop off items at the school reception during school hours.

* Place items in the designated carton boxes located next to the school gates.

Your generosity will make a meaningful difference and help bring comfort and joy to our support staff and
their families during this blessed month.

Thank you in advance for your kindness and support. Should you have any questions, please feel free to

contact us.
Wishing you a blessed and peaceful Ramadan.

SOCIAL STUDY
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It has been another positive and productive week in the MFL department. Students across
all year groups have continued to develop their confidence and skills in speaking, listening,
reading, and writing in French and Spanish.

Our GCSE classes have been working hard to strengthen their exam technique, with a
strong focus on vocabulary development and extended writing. It has been great to see
students showing resilience and determination as they prepare for upcoming assessments.

Mr. Michael Fitzpatrick ~ In Key Stage 3, students have been engaging in a range of interactive activities to help build
AR eI their language knowledge. Lessons have focused on applying grammar structures,
improving pronunciation, and encouraging students to communicate more confidently in
the target language. Students have shown excellent enthusiasm and participation

throughout their lessons.

AM.f£ . dwg! . 1“ AAE! iM

One of the highlights this week was our trip to watch 'Wicked the Musical' at Dubai Opera on
Wednesday evening. 30 students across Year 7-12 watched this spectacular show and were really
impressed by the talented performers and special effects. It was a masterclass in the different
strands of theatre making coming together. Following the end of our Secondary Production 'The
Wiz Jr' last week, it was great for the students to see the links to our own work on the same
storyline. (more photos from the show on the following pages)

Our secondary choir have been busy rehearsing for a performance at the Secondary Colour run on
Friday. This group of students are really improving in ability and confidence, led by Tessa in Year 12

Ms. Charlene Rock and we are looking forward to their performances.
Head of Performing Arts

BE KIND. BE GREAT. BE YOU. PAGE 05



Performing Arts UPDATES

w
Thanks again to Q‘E‘E—'}irmrs;

OU r WOﬂ d e rfu I Mrs Charlene Rock

+ s l :
Mrs Josephine Parker 1
Media: l I
ca St L d i\lﬂkﬁﬂll('l'(ﬂiillkin. 9C »QTJ‘ - .__; |
prOdUCtIOI'] team Ayaana Kassim, 10C i o o=

Logan O'Brien, 10B Lights:

. 7 o RD & ¥TH 202
Simon Wessel-Tolvig, 9D ﬂﬂf:; & 665
for all of their L ory,

hard work on gt South View School's

the show. P Secondary

(_/Tﬁ’?—\_? Alexandra Khemaleva, 10A Pmducti(lil

Riona Bondad, 8D

We a re in awe Lera Nikolaeva, 8A
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performances! ' Julia Zwart, 8A

Zeyad Elattar, 9D

MAIN CAST

Other Roles:
Mains: Aunt Em: Sahana Veermala Lingotti 9d
- : ; : Uncle Henry: Aras Yavuzer 5a
D‘I'.IIIJ“'I} - Emma Schutte 5C Lord High Underling - Nikita Shibayev 8A
Scarecrow - Ante Kalajzic 128 Monkey 1: Kai Abad 118
Tinman - Moustafa Hassan 9A The Royal Gatekeeper: Indiana Poulter 9C

: ¢ ; Messenger: Gemma Morris 84
Lion - Kaihan Kharouti 8A

Ensemble 2:
K_//W (The Munchkins,
The Ozians &
The Khalidahs)
Munchkin 1: Maha Wagar Hasan 10B (Lead)
Munchkin 2: Ibrahim Niaz 8F
Munchkin 3: Kevin Boules BB
Ensemble 4: Munchkin 4: Nathan Tarun 8B
(The Yellow Brick Road & Munchkin 5: Meadow Snarr 8A

g e
The Ozian Wiz Guards) Surah Hassann 7A

Tia Yammine 90 (Lead)
Indiana Poulter 9C
Celina Monomay 9D
" Yasmina Monamay 7E
Sahana Vermaala Lingotti 9D
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Ms. Nicola Quick Mrs Abigale Dunn
Head of Year 12 & Special Head of Inclusion
Education Needs
Coordinator- Secondary

It has been a very busy week at SVS both in school and for our students
attending the residential, we can't wait to hear all about their week full of
adventure!

For those students who have stayed in school, the intervention lessons have
been very exciting. In particular, the Y11 students completed an escape room
challenge related to their Maths GCSE revision and the Y7

students completed a maths hunt around school as well. In both activities the
student had to work as a team and communicate the skills and steps to each
problem.
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Year 12 A Level students conducted coastal fieldwork
at Al Hamriya Beach to investigate the extent to which
coastal management strategies influence natural
coastal processes. Students collected primary data
including beach profiles, sediment size and shape, and
observations of coastal defence structures such as

Ms. Kirstin Scouller groynes.

Head of Humanities

This investigation
supported students in
applying theoretical
knowledge to a real-world
context, whilst developing
practical geographical skills
including data collection,
analysis, and critical
thinking
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PE UPDATES

It has been a busy and exciting week across the PE Department as we wrap up
several units and begin new.

KS3 PE Activities Update

Our Swimming and Athletics units have now come to an end. Well done to all
students for their fantastic effort, determination, and progress throughout the
term. It was great to see so many pupils improving their bleep test and timed

Ms. Michelle Rowcliffe swim results. . _ .
Head of Department - From next week, KS3 lessons will move into new units:
Secondary *  Girls will begin their Netball unit, focusing on skills, teamwork, and

competitive play.
*  Boys will move on to Striking and Fielding Games, developing batting,
bowling, and fielding skills.
We look forward to seeing students bring the same enthusiasm to these new
activities.

KS4 PE

Students have continued to develop their skills and gameplay in netball,
badminton and volleyball. Participation and effort levels are high and it is great to
see such enthusiasm and enjoyment in the lessons.

GCSE PE

A huge well done to our GCSE PE students who took part in the Rock Climbing
assessments at Mountain Extreme this week. The trip was a tremendous success,
and students demonstrated excellent resilience, skill, and confidence while
completing their practical evaluations.

GCSE PE classes have also now completed their Volleyball unit. They will transition
next into Badminton, where they will build on their tactical understanding, shot
variety, and match-play skills.

BTEC Sport

Our BTEC students have started their Client Consultations as part of their current
unit, applying key communication and assessment techniques with real clients.
They are also continuing to work through their Rules and Regulations assignment,
demonstrating strong understanding of organisational procedures in sport.

PE during Ramadan

Students who are fasting are not required to participate in physical activity. They
can choose to participate as much or as little as they wish.

KUy X
= 2 o
o ffllba‘e}i;g'} 'A £\

( @SportsatSVS
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TERM 2 SQUADS

We would like to inform you that all squad training sessions have now
stopped due to the upcoming Ramadan period. Training will resume
from 30th March.

Next week, we will be holding Term 3 Basketball Trials for both girls
and boys teams on the following dates:

+ Ul12 & U14 Boys — Tuesday, 17th February

+ U12 & Ul4 Girls - Wednesday, 18th February

Both trials will take place at 7.00am in the Secondary Sports Hall.

Y SR TR
Director of Sports

We are also excited to share that we are looking for students who are
interested in being part of the first SVS Water Polo Team. While we
are not planning to enter the DASSA league this academic year, we
aim to organise friendly fixtures with other schools. If your child is a
confident swimmer — as water polo is played in deep water — they
are more than welcome to attend and give it a try.

Registration for these sessions can be completed directly with the PE
Department by speaking to Mr. Evans.

We look forward to seeing our students continue to challenge
themselves and embrace new sporting opportunities in Term 3.

TERM 3
FRIDAY’s 7am

& Registrations open - PE
Office

U12 & U14's boysr X

don't forget to Tuesday, 17*" of February - 7qm SMP

T fLaitl Aveo \ U2 & Ul4's girls:
@gpoi;t:a{é\l}s Wednesday, 18" of February - 7am - SMPH
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